anatomy, applied physiology, equipment, statistics in addition to the type of clinical questions included in this book. I did not see any questions relating to paediatric anaesthesia. The structure of questions is clear, very readable and unambiguous. This is a certainly a book I would recommend to any ANZCA final examination candidate, but it is unlikely to find its way into the library of the specialist anaesthetist.
g The strengths of this series have been retained in this edition. Each drug is described in a concise, consistent manner, with important clinical points highlighted at the end of each section. Examples of new drugs that are covered include levosimendan, sugammadex, oseltamivir, dexmedetomidine, pregabalin and recombinant Factor VIIa.
However, this edition does not quite live up to its claim to be a "comprehensive formulary of all drugs used in anaesthesia and intensive care," as there are some surprising omissions. For example, prednisolone and hydrocortisone are included, but not dexamethasone, and epoprostonol is included, but not iloprost. Other omissions relevant to intensive care and cardiac anaesthetic practice include vasopressin, terlipressin, sildenafil and bosentan.
Despite these reservations, this edition will ensure that this series retains the popularity it deserves. . This book covers the imaging modalities of radiography, ultrasound, nuclear and positron emission tomography scanning, computed tomograhy, and magnetic resonance imaging. Over 160 painful pathologies of the spine and extremities are included and these make up the bulk of the book. The individual pain conditions are grouped anatomically, e.g. "The Cervical Spine" section includes hyperextension injuries, intervertebral disc herniation and rheumatoid arthritis. Each condition has a one-page summary of definition, signs and symptoms, imaging recommendations and findings, differential diagnosis and treatment. A second page has reproductions of the appropriate imaging. An online version of the book can be activated, which has a search function and also allows pages to be printed.
The layout and images are of high quality but the summary of each condition is somewhat superficial. The online version is easy to use but would be better if the images could be magnified. It covers an impressive number of acute and chronic painful conditions of the spine and extremities, but cranial, abdominal and other painful conditions are not included. Some of the conditions are very specific to the surgical specialties, e.g. anterior cruciate ligament tear of the knee.
Lumbar epidural abscess is covered, but barely refers to an iatrogenic cause. Generally there is limited information about aspects of pain related to anaesthesia.
Obviously this book is going to be of greatest interest and usefulness to pain specialists and to trainees approaching final fellowship exams. Although a number of books and journal articles deal with pain and imaging in highly specific sites, Imaging of Pain appears to be unique in its breadth of coverage.
C. Chilvers Launceston, Tasmania
